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319Text Correspondence 

Please �nd attached the comments submitted on behalf of our
clients, Fred E. Jordan and F.E. Jordan Associates, Inc., with
regard to the Draft EIR for the Waterfront Ballpark District
Project. These comments are also being concurrently submitted
by electronic mail to pvollmann@oaklandca.gov.
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RE:   Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project 

COMMENTS ON THE WATERFRONT BALLPARK DISTRICT PROJECT DRAFT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) 
Case No. ER18-016; State Clearinghouse No. 2018112070 

 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
We represent Fred E. Jordan and F.E. Jordan Associates, Inc., a prestigious design and civil 
engineering firm in San Francisco (collectively, “FEJA”), and by this letter are submitting 
comments on their behalf with regard to the Draft EIR for the Waterfront Ballpark District Project.  
FEJA has significant concerns about the incompatibility of land use with its proximity to the 
Charles P. Howard Container Terminal and comments on the Draft EIR as set forth below.  
 
By way of background, FEJA, in joint venture, designed the Charles P. Howard Container 
Terminal (the “Howard terminal”), which site is located underneath, in part, or directly 
adjacent to the proposed Waterfront Ballpark District Project. FEJA has over twenty years of 
substantial experience with Port of Oakland projects and was selected by the Port of Oakland to 
review and evaluate several Terminals in the Port’s Wharf Embankment Strengthening program, 
including the Howard Terminal.  FEJA was engaged to undertake the planning and final design of 
the Trapac Terminal (Carnation), the Transbay Terminal (Berths 32 and 33), the Ben Nutter 
Terminal (Matson Terminal) and the planning of the Port of Oakland Intermodal Project, with all 
of those projects comprising approximately 80% of the Port’s current annual expansion. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR) 
Case No. ER18-016; State Clearinghouse No. 2018112070 
 

 
Aside from receiving acclaim for its design of the Howard Terminal by the Port Industry as the 
most outstanding structural design in the world, and as a direct reflection of that superb design, the 
Howard Terminal was the only Port of Oakland terminal that remained completely untouched by 
the Loma Prieta earthquake in 1989.  In short, the design and the resiliency of the structure helped 
secure world-wide recognition for the Port of Oakland and for the City of Oakland itself.   
 
After a review of the Draft EIR, FEJA has significant concerns about the proposed proximity of 
the Waterfront Ballpark District Project to the Howard Terminal and believes, initially, that the 
Draft EIR is deficient because it does not address the structural engineering aspects of locating 
a multi-story concrete stadium structure in close proximity of the quay wall of the 1,000 ft wharf 
structure supporting the gantry cranes.  By way of example, the soil surcharge could affect the 
quay wall causing instability and possible failure of the four gantry cranes that are the largest and 
tallest in the world.  The Draft EIR is further deficient is that there is a lack of discussion in the 
Draft EIR on whether the multi-story stadium structure foundation will be on piles of bedrock, 
friction piles or regular footings in consideration of surcharge from friction piles or regular 
footings.  The Port of Oakland’s Wharf Embankment Strengthening Program should also be 
reviewed, due to proposed dredging of the estuary, as a part of the EIR. The EIR does not address 
the dredging for the Turning Basin abutting the Howard Terminal for such ships as the 950 ft. Post 
Panamax.  Also, the Geologic or Geotechnical impacts and the hazard waste impacts have been 
left to a Mitigation Plan to be developed which is insufficient when referencing a similar disastrous 
result at the Hunters Point Shipyard Development in San Francisco. 
 
Aside from structural engineering deficiencies, the Draft EIR does not address Recreational Life 
Safety on the waterfront that might result from the site of the proposed ballpark (a stable structure) 
near the Howard Terminal (with an incompatible structure and site designed to withstand 
earthquakes).  Hundreds of people could possibly be in the ballpark and/or under or around the 
cranes, waiting for a ball to be hit out of the ballpark or just picnicking, for example, when a 
catastrophe leading to injury or loss of life could occur as a result of the incompatible land use 
(and without proper structural engineering considerations and accommodations).  There is a 
reasonable potential of liability from people falling in the water, from or near the proposed 
stadium, or sustaining other injury.  Adding to that, it is not clear from the Draft EIR whether 
there will be boats allowed alongside of the ballpark as they do with restaurants along the estuary, 
another potential for injury. And further, there is no information in the Draft EIR as to whether 
boarding accommodations will be provided.  These are unanswered questions and areas of concern 
which need to be addressed in the EIR.   
 
For the reasons set forth above, the position of FEJA is that the Draft EIR is wholly insufficient 
and is therefore opposed. As we mentioned above, FEJA is the original designer of the Howard 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 4B85EB64-80B9-4FA1-BFB9-BE0D5861C4B0

 

AR 0009962



City of Oakland Bureau of Planning 
April 27, 2021 
Page 3 of 3 

RE:   Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project 
COMMENTS ON THE WATERFRONT BALLPARK DISTRICT PROJECT DRAFT 
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Terminal and we urge that FEJA and a team that it would build to include one or more of the 
original structural engineers, project manager, etc. from the original construction of the Howard 
Terminal, be retained as consultants to better assess the deficiencies of the Draft EIR, and in the 
concern for not only the financial liability but the injury or loss of life that could result from a 
tragic results, that could ultimately arise from situating the ballpark on or adjacent to the Howard 
Terminal site without sufficient structural and other engineering considerations. 

Sincerely, 

WARREN LAW FIRM PLC 

By: Angela D. Warren 

cc: Frederick Jordan, PE, President 
F.E. Jordan Associates, Inc 
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